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THE SWAIN FREE SCHOOL
INCORPORATED OPENED

MARCH 18, 1881 OCTOBER 25, 1882

EXTRACTS FROM THE WILL
"My hope is that the provision herein made will be sufficient for establish-

ing and supporting a school of a high character, where the pupils may
receive a thorough education upon the most liberal and enlightened prin-

ciples, free of any charge of tuition."

"My intention is that the school shall never be in any form or degree

exclusive, either religiously or politically, but open for the admission of all

whose good character and condition entitle.them to share in its benefits, and

of this the Trustees are to be the sole judges."

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

William W. Crapo Edmund Wood
Charles W. Clifford Nathaniel Hathaway
Francis T. Akin William L. Sayer
Julia Delano Ellen R. Hathaway
Ida M. Eliot Arthur G. Grinnell

Henry H. Crapo

CALENDAR
J908-J909

Fall Term begins . . . • Thursday, Oct. 1, 1908

Winter Recess begins .......... Thursday, Dec. 24, 1908

Winter Term begins Monday, Jan. 4, 1909

Spring Recess begins Saturday, April 3, 1909

Spring Term begins Monday, April 12, 1909

Spring Term ends Saturday, May 29, 1909

Exhibition of Year's Work Monday, May 31, 1909

TRUSTEES' MEETINGS

Monday before the last Monday in September . . Monday, Sept. 21, 1908

Last Wednesday of January Wednesday, Jan. 27, 1909

Second Wednesday of July Wednesday, July 14, 1909



CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION.

All applications should be made to the director personally

when possible, otherwise in writing. These applications must be

submitted by the director to the trustees: but the director is

authorized by the trustees to give at any time permits of attend-

ance which shall hold good until the next meeting of the trustees

or the committee on the school.

An applicant should give full name, address ; with age. if

under twenty-one; the date of application, and a statement of

qualifications.

The director will be at the school from Sept. 24th to the day

of opening (Oct. 1st) from 9 to 12 a. m., for the purpose of meet-

ing intending pupils, or to answer inquiries. Previous to that

time applications and inquiries should be sent by mail to the fol-

lowing address

:

SAvain Free School.

New Bedford, Massachusetts.

The applicant should, in general, be a resident of New Bed-

ford or of one of the adjacent towns, Dartmouth, Fairhaven or

Acushnet : but applications from elsewhere will, under certain cir-

cumstances, be considered. It is desirable that the applicant shall

have at least a full grammar school education.

The cost of maintaining the school is defrayed by the income

of the endowment fund. This includes the salaries of the teachers

and the cost of instruction, and all expenditures relating to the

school buildings and grounds, heat and light. No charge is, there-

fore, made to the students for tuition. From each student of thes
day class, however, a fee of $25 a year is required as an earnest of

serious intention and faithful attendance. This fee is payable as

follows : $10 at the beginning of the fall term, $10 at the begin-

ning of the winter term and $5 at the beginning of the spring-

term. From each pupil of the evening class a fee of $3 is charged

for the year, of which $1 is payable at the beginning of the fall

term. $1 at the beginning of the winter term and $1 at the begin-

ning of the spring term. The amount realized from the payment

of these fees is held by the trustees as a special fund separate from



the other investments of the corporation and will be used for the

purchase of books, and photographs and similar uses which will

make the work of the school more effective and complete and

which are not absolutely essential to the existence of the school.

Students are required to furnish all their own materials, as

paper, pencils, paints, brushes, etc., which may be obtained at the

school. The director will furnish information concerning what is

required.

The student is required to give to the school at least one ex-

ample of his work each term, to be selected by the director.

Pupils who have finished the course, and who have shown a

sufficient amount of ability to warrant receiving the privilege, will

be allowed working room and advantages of the school, for which

they will be expected to pay a desk tax of $5 for the whole year.

This will afford opportunity to specialize in any department of

design, with facilities for working, and instruction and help from

the director.



THE COURSE.

The trustees of the Swain Free School in establishing this

school of design had in mind two objects : first, to provide a more

complete and thorough course of instruction in the fundamental

principles of design than had ever been given in this city ; sec-

ond, to provide also instruction in the practical application of

these principles in all branches of decorative art. The objective

point of the course is to further co-operation between the designer

and workman in order that the results of their work will be o£

higher quality.

The course follows the line of work which is adopted in the

best existing schools of design and includes the study of the.

various Historic Styles. Pure Design, Applied Design, Lectures,

etc.

The trustees are confident that an educational need of the

city has been met by the work of the school which affords the

young men and women of New Bedford intelligent instruction in

a branch of art which is not only fascinating as an occupation

but which is among the most promising and attractive means of:

obtaining a livelihood for the competent. Application of art to

the industries has developed enormously in the past few years and

there is no limit to its possible extension.

The instruction given at the school is intended to give the

students a practical equipment for the various branches of work
and also provide a solid foundation for further study in the

greater schools in the larger cities or abroad. The school build-

ing on County Street has proved itself admirably adapted for the

purpose to Avhich it has been put.

The regular work of the school is in the day classes and is

carried on five days a week but for those who find it impossible

to attend during the day, evening classes have been established,

meeting three times a week. The course is the same as that

followed by the day classes. It has been demonstrated that with

suitable electric lighting, such as has been provided, satisfactory

work in color can be obtained.

The school the coming year of 1908-09 will offer in general

the same course of instruction that was given the previous year.



The instruction for the first year is Pure Design which is

a thorough, systematic, logical training in the elementary laws

and principles of design and includes line, area spotting and

surface covering, also values and color. The student at the end

of the first year has been given an insight into the making and

appreciation of elementary design and is fitted to continue the

work of the various Historic Styles which is conducted by means

of problems, and by the study of books, photographs, sketches and

drawings in order that he may have a trained knowledge of the

historic development of Design and its relation to Sculpture,

Painting and Architecture. The course is conducted by means

of class criticisms and lectures and is made as practical as pos-

sible, while the problems given are those which the student will

have occasion to meet in his later work and include : Book and

Magazine covers, Book PJates, Illuminations, Lettering (to which

special attention is given), Stained Glass, Memorial Tablets, Metal

Work, Architectural mouldings and forms ; shades and shadows

;

including rendering and full size working drawings of all

sketches which require them, application of ornament to prints,

wall papers, carpets, velvets, inlays, mosaics, furniture, interior

fittings, etc., etc. Water color, pen and ink and other mediums

are taught as well as harmony of colors and composition of

motives.

The classes in Design meet every week-day except Saturday,

hours 9 to 5 p. m. The evening classes in Design meet Monday,

Wednesday and Thursday evenings 7 to 9.30 p. m.

Two special departments of applied art are now carried on at

the school: that of Stencilling and Frame-making.

STENCILLING.

The art of stencilling has been carried to a high standard and

special attention has been given to this very useful art.

FEAME-MAKING.

A course of frame-making is now carried on and is under the

direction of an expert carver. The student is taught to design.

carve and gild the frame. The simpler necessary tools are fur-

nished by the school and the student is taught how to keep them

in condition.



LIFE CLASS.

Instruction is given in life work in the most approved man-

ner. The class meets once every week—Tuesday evening—under

the direction of the instructor, when the model poses two hours,

the pose changing every twenty minutes. The student is taught

to express quickly the grand lines action and proportion, above

all the decorative quality of the whole. Drapery in juxtaposition

with the body is also a part of the study. Sketches are made
on blocks 12 inches by 18 inches and charcoal used as a medium.

A fee of ten cents is collected from each student each evening

which goes towards defraying the expenses of the model, this

being the only fee charged for this class.

STILL LIFE PAINTING.

A class of painting from still life has been added and is

absolutely free from any fee. The class meets Saturday A. M.

from 9 to 12, Wednesday afternoon from 2 to 5 P. M.

LECTURES.

A series of lectures is given during the winter by the school

free to the public who have only to apply at the school for tickets.

The lectures are along the line of Art on subjects pertaining to it

and are by people of authority who are able to present such

matters of interest with which the public may not be conversant.

The speakers and subjects the past winter, 1907-08, were as

follows

:

Feb. 14, Prof. Edward S. Morse of Boston on Household Arts

of Japan.

Feb. 26, Charles H. Caffin of New York, A Talk on Illus-

tration.

March 20, Mr. C. Howard Walker of Boston, Application of

Ornament to Architecture.

April 10, Dr. H. H. Powers of Boston, Michael Angelo and the

Sistine Ceilings.

May 1, Mr. Ralph Adams Cram of Boston, Ruined Abbeys of

Great Britain.

At the school building there are private talks and lectures

for the benefit of the pupils. Directly in connection with the

work of the students was given the past winter a course of Lectures



on Development and. Application of Historic Ornament by Mr.

C. Howard Walker of Boston, director of Museum School of

Design. Other speakers were Mr. Joseph Linden Smith and Mr.

W. G. Dennison, both of Boston, Mass.

EXHIBITIONS.

Exhibitions are frequently held during the year at the school

of various arts as well as work by well known artists.

These exhibitions are free to the public.
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APPLICATION OF HISTORIC STYLES.
Special Problems.



APPLIED DESIGN.
Work of Pupils. Frames Carved and Gilded. Pillows Designed and Stencilled.
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STAINED GLASS WINDOW.
Designed and Executed by Student.
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